
country and from it and its patient workers alone
•can we expect to assume the foremost position in
medicine.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
The Insanity of Egotism.\p=m-\An article has appeared in the

North American Review, entitled "A Modern Form of Insan-
ity," by Dr. H. S. Williams, which throws some interesting
lights upon those indifferently understood persons "the
cranks." Dr. Williams holds that the great majority of
these unfortunates are diseased mentally. The disease has
been termed " paranoia," and more than any other insanity
is the result of an inherited mental instability. The pro-
genitors may not have been insane, but they may have been
nervously unstable from drunkenness or from some wasting
disease. The offspring may be merely nervous ; he may have
epilepsy or chorea ; he may be insane. At the best, he may
usually, if properly educated, learn to understand himself
and to live a sane and useful life. We have here to do, how-
ever, only with the cases in which a wrong environing influ-
ence aids in the development of a particular form of insanity.
It is possible to outline pretty definitely the mental attri¬
butes. One may even point out in the child what might be
termed the paranoiac temperament. Its characteristics are
morbid sensitiveness and great egotism. Unfortunately, the
parents of such a child usually take pride in the egoism that
leads to eccentric acts, while the extreme precocity of many
of these subjects causes their egotism to be fostered by ill-
adjudged praise. Usually the child of paranoiac tempera¬
ment is the genius of his family and the show pupil at school.
Pampered and praised, even though the entire household
becomes subordinated to his sovereign will, he is not satis¬
fied, believing that he does not receive his dues. With that
idea, the germs of paranoia are planted in his mind. Whether
or not these germs will develop into the pathological condi¬
tion that we are discussing, will depend largely upon the
influences that are brought to bear upon them during ado¬
lescence and early manhood. Perhaps the most unfavor¬
able environment is one in which the mind is developed at
the expense of the body. And of course, the brilliant child
is the one whose mental training will be forced. The other
children of the family may stay at home, but this one must
be sent to college and fitted for one of the learned profes¬
sions. Usually he seems to justify this discrimination. Often
he is an "honor" man at college, and he starts out into the
world with every seeming prospect of an eminently prosper¬
ous career. But all this time he has become more and more
eccentric. He has associated little with his fellows. Often
he has shown himself possessed of extraordinary energy and
•capacity for application. A peculiarity often noted is a ten¬
dency to make elaborate written records of trivial subjects.
•Occasionally the young person of paranoiac temperament
breaks down under the unbalancing influences of overstudy
while still at school. But usually the critical stress comes
after he has gone out into the world. He is usually not yet
insane. He may never become so. If his business or pro¬
fessional ventures succeed, he may become distinguished,
and contact with the world may gradually correct the mor¬
bid tendencies. But if adverse circumstances arise and
refuse to be put down, especially if the individual's vanity
is wounded by failure to rise to the heights pictured by am¬

bition, morbid brooding may develop out of vanity, selfish¬
ness and suspicion, the delusion of persecution. But it must
not be supposed that the mature condition is merely egotism
and egoism run riot. That it has come to be something more
than this is proved by the appearance, sooner or later, of
hallucinations of one or more of the senses. These do not

necessarily coincide at first with delusions. The incipient
paranoiac may hear voices about him and for a time be able
to convince himself of their unreality. But, sooner or later,
these sounds become so tangible that they have the full force
and import of actual voices. At first he hears them only
when people are actually speaking, his mind merely misin¬
terpreting what it hears. This perversion is technically
termed an illusion. But at last he hears words and senten¬
ces when no real sound comes to his ears ; these are true
hallucinations. Perversions of other senses usually precede
or follow this one. Illusions of touch and smell are com¬

mon. The former lead to a belief in invisible spirits that
touch the body ; and the latter convince the patient that
attempts are being made to poison him with noxious gases.
AVhen to this cluster of perverted sensations hallucinations
of sight are added, the galaxy is complete, and the victim
moves and has his being in an ideal world peopled with
odors, tastes, sounds and sights that are shut out from the
common herd. The patient lives a dual existence. For a

time he is able to treat the actual world in the old familiar
way—that is, sanely ; meanwhile keeping the new and
strange world hidden. But gradually he comes to confound
the two existences. He comes to believe that hosts of peo¬
ple are leagued against him, and all sane interests give way
to a desire to thwart those imagined foes. At this stage of
his morbid career the patient becomes very dangerous,
though he may still seem to be the most peaceable of men.
Murders are often committed by patients in this condition.
But many more intended murders that are carefully plan¬
ned are never executed because of the irresolution of the
would-be murderer.
Inguinal Bubo Resulting in Death by Haemorrhage.—

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, July 28, contains a

report, by Dr. John Homans, of a case of bubo terminating
in fatal hœmorrhage. It is rare that a sloughing inguinal
abscess progresses to the extent of destroying the life of the
patient in this manner, but neglect of treatment may as in
this case readily lead up to such a fatality. Dr. Homan's
patient, a male, observed in November, 1891, an inguinal
swelling, which he declined to have opened. On December
8, the abscess "pointed and broke" the slough separating six
weeks later. There was an oozing of blood March 18, which
became a hajmorrhage on the 21st. The patient had contin¬
ued at his occupation until this latter date, when he was

admitted to the hospital. The femoral artery was deligated,
on both sides of the slough, in its Avail. Transfusion and
stimulation were employed without avail, the patient suc¬

cumbing after two days.
Coffin-Birth.—Under this term, Bleisch has reported, in

the Viertschrift für gericht Medicin, a case of probable post¬
mortem fcetal expulsion. A woman, attended by two mid-
wives, was taken with labor pains at the end of a normal
pregnancy, and after two hours of fruitless labor died. A
medical examination, two hours after the death of the pa¬
tient, disclosed the non-delivery of the fœtus. About three
hours later the body was put in a coffin. After an interval
of three days the coffin was opened and the body examined.
The uterus was found inverted and extruded. A dead child,
still attached to the placenta, lay between the thighs of the
dead mother. It had probably been expelled subsequent to
the mother's preparation for burial. By some, the expulsion
post-mortem is held to be due to uterine contractions during
the rigor mortis, the fœtus having been already advanced
toward delivery by preceding vital effort. By others the
post-mortem birth is explained as a result of the formation
of the gases of decomposition. Possibly the interaction of
these two agencies may be necessary to the production of
" coffin birth."
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An Army Medical Board will be in session in New York
City, N. Y., during October, 1892, for the examination of can¬
didates for appointment to the Medical Corps of the United
States Army, to fill existing vacancies.
Persons desiring to present themselves for examination

by the Board will make application to the Secretary of War,
before October 1, 1892, for the necessary invitation, stating
the date and place of birth, the place and State of permanent
residence, the fact of American citizenship, the name of the
medical college from whence they were graduated, and a

record of service in hospital, if any, from the authorities
thereof. The application should be accompanied by certi¬
ficates based on personal knowledge, from at least two
physicians of repute, as to professional standing, character,
and moral habits. The candidate must be between 21 and
28 years of age, and a graduate from a regular Medical Col¬
lege, as evidence of which, his diploma must be submitted
to the Board. Further information regarding the examina¬
tions may be obtained by addressing the Surgeon General
U. S. Army, Washington, D.C.

C. Sutherland, Surgeon General U.S. Army.

SELECTIONS.

The Mechanism op Concussion of the Brain.—In Brain,
part i of volume viii, there is a paper by Dr. Alexander
Miles supporting and confirming the conclusion published
by Duret, that the group of phenomena commonly spoken
of as "concussion of the brain" is the result of a temporary
anaemia of that organ. This anaemia is the reflex result of
stimulation of the restiform bodies, and perhaps of other
important centers in the region of the bulb, produced by
the wave of cerebro-spinal fluid which rushes through the
aqueduct of Sylvius and the foramen of Magendie from
the subarachnoid space of the brain to that of the spinal
cord when a severe blow is dealt over the skull. In accord¬
ance with the laws of hydrostatics this cerebro-spinal wave
will disturb the equilibrium of the ultimate nerve cells
throughout the central nervous system. The hœmorrhages
found throughout the brain substance and on its surface are
to be ascribed to the recession of the cerebro-spinal fluid,
which naturally supports the blood-vessels of the cerebrum.
These petechial haemorrhages are not the proximate cause
of the symptoms of concussion, but are rather to be looked
upon as an index of the force that produced the injury.
A Bacteriological Study of Drinking-water.—Dr. Vic¬

tor C. Vaughan has published (Am. Jour, of the Med. Sci.,
August, 1892) the results of his work in the bacteriological
study of drinking-water since 1888. He describes the meth¬
ods by which he obtains his samples, makes cultivations and
inoculates animals. He concludes that many of the germs
found in drinking-water will not grow at the temperature
of the human body, and are therefore incapable of produc¬
ing disease. Of the germs which grow at 38° C, or at
higher temperatures, some are fatal to animals (toxicogenic)
when injected subcutaneously, while others are not (non-
toxicogenic). The non-toxicogenic germs do not multiply
when injected under the skin or into the abdomen of ani¬
mals ; but this is not sufficient evidence that they would not
multiply in the human body, so water containing them has
been regarded as suspicious. Some of the toxicogenic germs
produce the same symptoms and post-mortem appearances
in animals as Eberth's bacillus ; the properties of the former
are fully equal to those of the latter, and they not only live
but multiply in the animal body ; water containing them
was always condemned. It was found that more than one

germ obtained from drinking-water grew with an invisible
growth on potatoes, and that several grew on the media
proposed by Parietti, Uffelman and others, as a means of
recognition of Eberth's bacillus.
Syphilis in Nineveh and Babylon.—In Le Progrés médi¬

cal for July 16, there is a résumé of a brochure by F. Buret on
an interesting legend that a scribe of Sardanapalus had
engraved in cuneiform characters on a brick that is now in
the British museum. Istar, the goddess of illicit love, fer¬
tility, and war, the mother of the gods and of men, seduced
by the lustiness of Nimrod, had solicited that hero to take
her as his wife. He ungallantly refused and continued to»
hunt in the woods with his comrade, Eabani, a male him¬
self, for he also could uninterruptedly employ six days and
seven nights in amusing himself with the la hi of his sweet¬
heart. Outraged and indignant, Istar demanded that her
father, Anu, should send the sacred bull against this rebel-
But Eabani had no fear of ferocious beasts, and, seizing the
bull's penis, threw it at the goddess's face. Istar's fury made
all the planetary system tremble, and after twelve days of
struggling, Eabani was struck by death. Nimrod was afflic¬
ted with a loathsome leprosy that made his hair fall out, and
his body was covered with scaly patches, and there were

pustules on the phallus that was adored at Babylon. He
descended into hell and was purified by the fountain of life-
The author has given in a former work what he considers
proof of the existence of syphilis among the ancients ; and
he finds in this legend of the punishment of Nimrod confirm¬
ation of all that he has written on the subject.
The Action op Phenocol Hydrociilorate.—Dr. Rudolph

Bum obtained the following results from the use of this drug
in wafers in the dose of 0.5-0.7-1.10 gram, and in the daily
amount of 5.0 grams. Even in small doses it is a powerful,
almost sure antipyretic in phthisis. In case of great weak¬
ness and in the last stages of the disease the drug should
not be used. It has a slighter and much less constant action
in erysipelas even when given in large doses. It has only a
slight antipyretic action in rheumatism, and does not affect
the disease. In migraine it acts well in doses of 0.5 gram, but
has no effect in myelitis or sciatica. Unpleasant effects on
the digestive tract occurred in only a few cases.—Boston
Med. and Surg. Journal.
The Digestibility of Various Kinds of Cheese has been

recently tested by a German chemist, who placed the sam¬

ples in fresh gastric juice. Cheshire and Roquefort cheese
took four hours to digest; Gorgonzola and Neufchatel, eight
hours ; and Brie and Swiss cheese, ten hours.—Med. Record

NECROLOGY.

Tlie Late Dr. Catlin.

At a meeting of the medical fraternity of Rockford, Aug.
30,1892, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted
to express the feelings of the profession concerning the
death of Dr. A. M. Catlin :

Whereas, Our honored and venerable associate and friend,
Dr. A. M. Catlin, has entered upon a wider opportunity be¬
yond, after having advanced to the age of 91 years, and
practiced more than half a century in this community, and
consequently had witnessed and taken part in the wonder¬
ful development of medical and other sciences for nearly a

century ; and who by his upright and consistent Christian
character, by his faithful and ever constant devotion to his
profession, by his courteous relation to his professional
brothers, to his friends and the community at large, has
inspired us who remain behind to express our deep appre¬
ciation of the life that is spent ; therefore
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